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INTRODUCTION 

 
The Community Recreation Plan is developed to focus on recreational needs and how to address 
them over the next five years and beyond. The key focus of this document is for the years 2022-
2026 and this document as adopted will replace the previous plan, Clyde Township, Community 
Recreation Plan 2016-2021.  
 
This Recreation Plan was prepared by the Clyde Township Parks and Recreation Committee and 
has been adopted by the Clyde Township Board of Trustees. The Plan is intended to guide future 
Township parks and recreation services, facilities, and future development. In addition, the Plan 
is intended to form the basis for future applications for recreation grant funding from the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources. The Recreation Plan should be viewed as one 
ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇΩǎ ƻǾŜǊ-all long-range planning efforts. 
 
In updating the plan, the existing plan was reviewed, and key pieces of information updated 
including the recreation inventory, Goals and Objectives and a new descriptive Action Program 
of future recreational projects were developed. 
 
The plan was prepared by the Township with the assistance of recreation planning consultant, 
PM Blough, Inc. The preparation of this document included opportunities for public participation, 
an electronic survey and a month of public review time for the draft document, and a formal 
public hearing held by the Township Board. 
 



Community Recreation Plan 2022-26  2 
Clyde Township -DRAFT 12-13-2021 

COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION 

 
The Community Description section of the plan describes the jurisdiction of the recreation plan 
and background information for the Clyde Township. 

 
RECREATION PLAN JURISDICTION 
This Community Recreation Plan is prepared solely for Clyde Township located in northeastern 
{ǘΦ /ƭŀƛǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇΩǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ DǊŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ .ǳǊǘŎƘǾƛƭƭŜ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘΣ 
Kenockee Township to the west, Fort Gratiot and Port Huron Townships to the east, and Wales 
and Kimball Township to the south. A Regional Location ƳŀǇ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ /ƭȅŘŜΩǎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
southeast Michigan is provided below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
POPULATION 
The US Census of Population reported there were 5,523 households in 2020, a decrease of 56 
since the 2010 census. This represents a decrease of approximately 1.0% over the last decade. 
The Township population grew steadily from 1940 through 2000. The highest rate of growth 
occurred during the 1960s and 1970s, when the population increased 58% in the 1960s and 55% 
in the 1970s. Between the 2000 census and 2010 census, population growth began to level off. 
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SEMCOG projections do not estimate any growth through 2045 and even projects a slight decline 
in population. The 2020 census data confirms the trend of the long-term projections.  
 
COMMUNITY BACKGROUND 
The Township is named for the River Clyde in Scotland. In 1825, a Scotsman Robert Smart, with 
the backing of Detroit interests, built a mill on the Black River. Smart named the place "Clyde 
aƛƭƭǎέΣ after the river in where he had lived as a boy. Clyde Township was organized in March 
1836 and took its name from the settlement. The Township encompasses 36 square miles. The 
primary water system that courses through the township is the Black River.  There are several 
smaller tributaries that eventually empty into the river in various locations.   
   
WOODLANDS AND WILDLIFE RESOURCES   
Clyde contains a significant number of woodlands and wetlands. Woodlands are concentrated 
near the Port Huron State Game Area which includes large, wooded areas on either side of the 
Black River. Wetlands are scattered throughout the Township although many are located along 
the Black River corridor. Most of the wetlands are categorized as forested wetlands. Providing 
access to these natural areas through the development of passive recreational activities, such as 
a trail system, will preserve these areas for future generations while assisting to meet the 
recreational needs of the community. 
 
The Game Area serves as an important migratory stop over for many species of birds on their 
way to northern nesting grounds. It is also an important breeding area for at-risk species such as 
Cerulean and Golden-winged Warbler, Wood Thrush and possibly Bald Eagle. Several southern 
species normally not found in Michigan such as Hooded Warbler and Louisiana Water Thrush 
nest here. The woods are also home to game birds such as Ruffed Grouse and introduced Wild 
Turkey. Ring-necked Pheasant and Northern Bobwhite Quail can be found in surrounding fields 
ŀǎ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ IŜƴǎƭƻǿΩǎ {ǇŀǊǊƻǿΦ 
 
ZONING DISTRICTS 
/ƭȅŘŜ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇΩǎ ȊƻƴƛƴƎ ƻǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ мм ȊƻƴƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ There are seven residential 
zoning classifications, including one-family residential districts, two- family residential districts, a 
multiple-family residential district, and a mobile home park district. There are two retail or 
business districts. The remaining zoning districts include limited manufacturing and open space. 
A copy of the Zoning Map, adopted in 2006, is included. 
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CLYDE TOWNSHIP ZONING  
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ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE  
 
The Administrative Structure section of the plan provides background information 
regarding the structure and operation of the Township administration and parks. 
 
GENERAL LAW TOWNSHIP AND TOWNSHIP BOARD 
Clyde is a general law township with a Township Board overseeing daily operations and 
budget expenditures. The Township Board approves all grant applications and 
expenditures of funds for parks and recreation.  Programs and activities are planned with 
a variety of community groups and County agencies.  Maintenance and capital 
improvements are typically performed on a contractual basis, although there have been 
significant volunteer efforts in both areas. 
 
ROLE OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
The TownshipΩǎ Parks and Recreation Committee is an advisory committee of volunteer 
community members and reports directly to the Township Board.  The Parks and 
Recreation Committee meets monthly and are charged with managing the 5-year 
Community Recreation Plan and assists the Township in the administration of the parks. 
This coordination of efforts helps to provide the best facilities and opportunities for 
recreation for all its citizens and visitors to the area.   
 
Clyde Township will endeavor to make its parks and recreation programs open and 
accessible to all its citizens.  The Township maintains a policy of constructing its new 
facilities to meet current ADA Standards, and new repairs and improvements further 
accessibility within the parks to the greatest extent possible based on funding.  
 
Clyde Township also provides support to programs of the Clyde Township Historical 
Society, such as the Old Time Hoedown Festival and Ox Roast, which are held at the 
historic township hall (built in 1879) located in Bill Bearss Memorial Park. 
 
DEPARTMENT, AUTHORITY AND ORGANIZATIONAL CHART 
The parks and recreation facilities are owned by the Township and maintenance and 
operation of the parks is completed by the Department of Public works. The Township 
does not have a park director or programming staff.  Overall day to day administration of 
the parks is the responsibility of the Township Supervisor. 
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ANNUAL BUDGET 
The primary funding for park operation and maintenance is through the General Fund of 
the Township. The budgeted annual expenses for parks in 2021-22 totaled $10,000 
 
The Township has received funding for recreational purposes from St. Clair County 
through disbursement from a County-wide recreation millage, which was first approved 
by county voters in 1994. The recreation millage has subsequently been approved by the 
voters several times. ¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎōǳǊǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎΩ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ н021 
disbursement to Clyde Township was $27,195 
 
The Township also uses money from its General Fund for recreation programming and 
capital improvements. The 2021-2022 budget for Parks and Recreation is $10,000. These 
funds included park maintenance, operating supplies, utilities, and small construction 
projects.  As of December 2021, the Township had $98,121.31 in its Recreation Fund. The 
annual cost of Parks and Recreation maintenance is approximately $______  
 
Clyde Township has two full-time and one part time seasonal DPW employees who 
perform park maintenance. The Township also partners with volunteer organizations 
such as a local youth baseball travel league that has renovated and maintained the 
baseball fields at Bill Bearss Memorial Park. 
 
 
 
 

Clyde Township

Township Board

Supervisor

Planning 
Commission

Parks and 
Recreation 
Committee
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CURRENT FUNDING SOURCES 
Funding sources for parks operation, maintenance, programing, and capital 
improvements are provided via the annual St Clair County millage disbursement and the 
Township General Fund. Additional funds for capital improvements within the Township 
are also funded through grants when available.   
 
ROLE OF VOLUNTEERS AND ORGANIZATIONS 
The Parks and Recreation Committee is made up of eight volunteer community members 
who meet monthly and are responsible for managing the Community Recreation Plan. 
The Committee sets goals based on the Plan and assists the Township in achieving those 
goals. The Committee actively pursues recreational possibilities and projects throughout 
the Township and in cooperation with the City of Port Huron Parks and Recreation 
Department. It has a link on its websiǘŜ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ /ƭȅŘŜ 
Township residents pay only half of the cost for each program. The Township is invoiced 
by the City for the other half.    
 
RELATIONSHIP WITH CLYDE COMMUNITY AREA SCHOOL DISTRICTS  
Clyde Township is served by the Port Huron School District and the Yale School District. 
The nearest schools and their facilities located within the Township are listed below: 
 

Recreational Facilities at School District Grounds 
 

District School Facilities 

Port Huron 
School District 

Indian Woods Elementary School Playground Equipment, Basketball Hoops, 

Kimball Elementary School Playground Equipment, Basketball Hoops 

Michigamme Elementary School 2 Soccer Fields, Basketball Hoops, Playground 
Equipment 

Fort Gratiot Middle School Baseball Field, Playground Equipment, Track, 
Basketball Hoops 

Central Middle School Baseball Field, Track, Basketball Hoops 

Yale School 
District 

Avoca Elementary School Baseball Field, Playground Equipment, Basketball 
Hoops 
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RECREATION INVENTORY 
 
The Recreation Inventory section of the plan provides information on the existing 
recreational lands and opportunities that exist for the residents within the community.  
 
DESCRIPTION OF METHODS USED TO CONDUCT THE INVENTORY 
The completion of the parks inventory was conducted in May of 2021 by members of the 
Parks and Recreation Committee and consultant Pam Blough, PLA, of PM Blough, Inc, the 
planning consultant. Each Park was reviewed for updated facilities and ADA accessibility, 
as well as for potential future improvements. 
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INVENTORY OF TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITIES 
Clyde Township has four parks: Township Hall Park, Jake Simpson Wilderness Park, Fire 
Fighters Park and Bill Bearss Memorial Park. There is also an undeveloped property along 
the Black River that could be developed as parkland.  A Location Map is provided below 
and a description of each park follows: 
 
PARKS AND FACILITIES LOCATION MAP  
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TOWNSHIP HALL PARK ς ONE ACRE 
This 1-acre park is adjacent to the Clyde Township Hall and includes two tennis courts, as 
well as several pieces of play equipment. There is a picnic pavilion with tables and cooking 
grills. A paved access walk connects the parking area to the pavilion and courts. There are 
two temporary portable toilets onsite as well.   


